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Adaptive Social Protection refers to efforts to integrate social protection (SP), 
disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate change adaptation (CCA), the need 
for which is increasingly recognised by practitioners and academics. Relying 
on 124 agricultural programmes implemented in five countries in Asia, this 
article considers how these elements are being brought together, and explores 
the potential gains of these linkages. It shows that full integration is still 
relatively limited but that, when it occurs, it helps to shift the time horizon 
beyond short-term interventions aimed at supporting peoples’ coping 
strategies and/or graduation objectives, towards longer-term interventions 
that can help promote transformation towards climate and disaster resilient 
livelihood options. 
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1 Introduction 
 
Global crises, such as the food-fuel-financial crisis, affected the entire world in 2008-9. 
More localised shocks (floods, droughts, hurricanes), however, are also part of the wider 
pool of climate change-driven events and natural disasters that are increasingly having an 
impact on local populations and deepening the risks faced by many poor and vulnerable 
communities, in particular those involved in agriculture and other ecosystem-dependent 
livelihoods, in developing countries (Adger, 2007; Fiott et al., 2010; IPCC, 2007). Social 
protection, disaster risk reduction and more recently climate change adaptation are three 
communities of practices that were developed with the main objective of reducing the 
impacts of these shocks and hazards on individuals and communities by anticipating risks 
and uncertainties. All three are therefore linked by a fundamental concern with reducing 

                                                           
 *Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, Brighton. Alexander Arnell is currently at the 

School of Agriculture, Policy and Development, University of Reading. Address for correspondence 
c.bene@ids.ac.uk. They wish to thank Stephen Devereux and Allister McGregor for comments on an earlier 
version as well as Tom Mitchell, Katy Oswald, and Jennifer Leavy, all from IDS. The ASP programme is 
funded by the UK Department for International Development but the conclusions presented in the article do 
not necessarily reflect DFID's position. 




